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ABSTRACT

In Mahasweta Devi's seminal work Mother of 1084 Bmdupadi in pretext of suppressing the Naxalbaovement, state
brutalized the tribal people, despite the supp@ssdf the movement by the state the Naxalite movestd thrives
because the marginalized people identify themseWsthe movement. The subalterns like Dopadi Botha who are
the representative of the disadvantaged class leth@gainst their systematic exclusion by the stakeir struggle is to
establish their right. State has exerted violentéoon the rebels. The state sanctioned murderlrnurebels like Brati in
Mother of 1084 and tribal like Dulna in Dopadi sh® how the state has denied the Naxals the chanfreeotrial and
how their status is reduced like that of a 'Homase®' whose all rights as a citizen are snatched ahose killing can be
justified. The politics of systematic marginalipatisanctioned by the colonial power and then sp@tsby the local

governments of independent India facilitates ag@lizes the dehumanization of tribal and the dalits
KEYWORDS:Naxalbari Movement, Subalterns, Homo Sacer, Baies Marginalization

INTRODUCTION

Mother of 1084and Droupadi shares the same background the Naxalite insurgehdyest Bengal, they capture the
Naxalite movement of 1960s and 1970s at its heMbther of 1084ndDroupadicaptures the Naxalite agitation and how
brutal repression of the movement by West Bengaegonent led to the inhuman torture and murderhef tebels
throughout the country. The pl&jother of Thousand 1084 about Brati Chatterjee a young Naxal murdengthb state.
Brati is already dead when the play begins. Sufitatterjee Brati's mother is shattered to heamthes that his young
son's body is in the police morgue and the poliemtvthe family members to come and identify theybatiich is now
labeled as corpse number 1084. The rest of thdyfameémbers tied to hide the fact due to the stigittached toit. They
make sure that Brati's name won't come in the napesp The upper middle, educated class to whicti Bedongs deny
the existence of a Naxal Brati. Brati Chatterjee ybung college graduate full of aspirations arehdrs got reduced to a
mere numeral the corpse number 1084.In the saneimcSomus's mother lost the son who was the bope of the
family. The family didn’t even get to do the deaities properly. State has a power to decide whesliand who dies and

there is a thin line between a freedom fighter &mcbrist.

Naxalbari movement was a peasant uprising agaiastyranny of the landlords. The peasants, trilealpfe and
the dalits who were in the periphery of peripheepalled demanding their equal rights. They rebeligdinst their
systematic exclusion by the state and fought feirthight demanding the answer of their exclusionthe play Mother of

1084 Brati, Somu and friends were murdered forrtieiolvement in Naxalbari movement, in the same \vathe story
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Droupadi Dulna Majhia tribal peasant turned Naxal was bhytaturdered in the name of suppressing the rebellio
Marcus Franda, asserts “unlike most other area@/e$t Bengal, where peasant movements are led alpobsdly by
middle class leadership from Calcutta, Naxalbas sigawned an indigenous agrarian reform leadetstipy the lower
classes including tribal cultivators (Franda, 15@ppression of the landless peasants was ignorddirestead of
addressing their issues, the Indian Governmentidered it as a “law and order problem” (Dixit, P}2Police were
deployed to combat Naxals, even after the vehemgmpression of the movement, the movement contjriredpite of
the government’s muscle power and legal teeth greaNmovement has continued to spread its baseuibedhe rural and
oppressed identify with its ideology” (Dixit,23).€in murder demonstrates states power to decide thnetife of its
citizens. Nandani and Droupadi the prominent fentdlaracters of the playdother of 1084and Droupadi who come
from the different background, Droupadi uneduc&eadtali girl, and Nandani the educated urban Naghinging to the
upper middle class were mercilessly tortured ingbkce custody. Both Droupadi and Nandani didtthaiaed their right
of free trial. They were captured are kept in thstedy but their right as a prisoner were deniedupadi was brutally
gang raped and Nandani due to extreme torturethesvision of her left eye. They both went througimense mental

trauma.
POWER OF THE STATE OVER THE LIFE OF THE CITIZEN

The exclusionary politics to which these tribal pleowere exposed can be explored by aligning thath @iorgio
Agamben's notion of 'Homo Sacer' which he explaneldis bookHomo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Lileawing
example from the Roman law 'HomoSacer' refers jopmnson who is discarded from any sort of socigbalitical unit
making him susceptible to any kind of violent treatt or death. A Homo Sacer is reduced to the stitipare life. In
Agamben's notion 'Homosacer' is the person botledibnthe law and outside of the law. Someone wlifeseoes not

mean anything for those people in the authoritydfaminant social order, they are also beneath life

The operation Bakauli in the story Droupadi is #uo¢ to carry out systematic murder of tribal, aadltsl whose

existence the state has turned to the Agambanigonnaf bare life.

“Bare life” explains “a threshold of in distincticend of passage between animal and man, physianamds,
exclusion and inclusion” (105). It refers to a liféhere the difference between human and inhumars.bhgamben
explains this status further through the ambigymilgical status of the individual identified asofo Sacer' (sacred man),
“who may be killed and yet not sacrificed" (8).iF ffigure is supposed to have existed in anciemh®dn Roman law
when a citizen committed certain crime his statia &itizen was snatched thus he becomes an eXjpalison, who could
be killed by anybody but could not be sacrificeeinte it is a “double exclusion into which he isaialand the violence to
which he finds himself exposed” (82). Their life ams nothing in the sacrificial order, so you caatrifice Homo Sacer
in the hope of getting something from god. At thene time their life means nothing even if they ldlied. A citizen is
reduced to a 'bare life' similarly, the killing ‘tfare life” was not considered a murder. The tsdiéde Dulna and Droupadi
and the Naxals who were fighting for their righte anarginalized and reduced to a'bare life' byStede that state denied
its obligation towards these people and when tegglted against the establishment to claim thegints they were killed,

and States justified their killing.

Modern 'Homo Sacer' is found in camps where theopers are placed outside the judicial rights tate sonfers

to its citizens. Perfect example of the modern 'dsacer' are the detainees in Guantanamo Bay byAmherican
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Authority. These detainees life is reduced to bifeewhere they don’t possess any rights as aaitizAgamben uses the
derogatory term" muselmann" used by Nazi to exdyiie state of seize. The starving Jews in thieifit concentration
camps were stripped off of their rights as citizand their life was reduced as a bare life. Theistence was reduced to
that of living dead. Droupadi too in the storynsarcerated by the state authority and like anylmadykill 'Homo Sacer’
and that killing is less then murder, all the ddfie gang raped Droupai and no officer gets pudighe raping Naxal

woman detainees.

Suraj Pal the police officer tortures urban Naxahbani inhumanly in the police custody during thielrogation
"bends closer to her, lights a cigarette, pressedighted cigarette to Nandini's cheek. She scseamHe puffs at the
cigarette and then presses it again to NandinéglchNandini screams” (Devi 33). Both Nandani amdupadi does not
succumb to the state's repressive force. They tasikted the excruciating violence inflected omth®roupadi elevates
above the humiliation of rape and she does nahketape dishonor and torment her instead she tecomre strong to
fight to establish her right. Droupadi’s resistamiees her voice, she makes herself heard. Nardiaing interrogation
refuses to speak anything. Officer Suraj Pal effad extract information from her goes in vain. Sh&used to say

anything, all she said was "l don't know them"wdn't say a thing" and "I don't believe you".(32-33

Nandani even if tortured inhumanly does not disilayas somebody to pity upon instead she withrdmstance
presents herself having immense power to resistdala struggles against the state's use of bigigmolvhere the citizens
tagged as terrorists does not give the chancesdbihtrial. Nandiniin the play demands for thé faal of the Naxals:

No. No. No. No! It was never quiet, nothing’s quidathing’s changed. Thousands of men to rot in the
prisons without trial, they are denied the stathipaditical, and yet you say it's all settled dowgain? Torture
continues with greater sophistication and moreesscrand yet you say it's all quiet? All quiet? Whia you

need to get it into your heads that nothing’s qu{&4)

In the ancient times the execution carried outhgystate seemed more barbaric, but in reality & smare human
than the execution carried out these days. Even aftaining independence, the plight of the maigied hasn’'t changed.
Senanayak ifbroupadiand Suraj al itMother of 1084are the embodiments of state machinery and tleeiofaexecuting

and torturing citizens are sanctioned by the state.
TEXTUAL ANALYSIS

Draupadiis in the most wanted list during operatakauli, for her role in the rebellion. The statainable to grant them
the basic necessities of life. Dulna and Dopadikedras peasants and they are well acquainted héttahdscape of the
area. State authority in the pretext of suppres#iregrebellion carried out operation Bakauli in @rdo suppress the
rebellion, and peasant's act of killing local zadgain challenged the state feudal nexus which for yhars are
marginalizing the tribal people and reducing thenthie invalid and state was reluctant to confes¢hequal rights as its
citizens. During the operation Bakauli in the stBrpupadi many rebels were machine gunned. Dulna and Dagzaatid
themselves faking dead. The tribal battered byirthestices for the years get infurated by this ddtey end up killing
Surja Sahu a ruthless local zamindar. During tlaeigint tribal people have no water at the same fthere is unlimited
water at Surja Sahu's house, as clear as crows é¥8).The ruthless landlord SurjaSahu doesnotattibals to use
water from his well. The tribal people who havebeabject to numerous injustices end up killingj&$@ahu. Killing of

Surja Sahu should be taken more as the stratetipe afurvival for the tribal people instead of goi#ing the act.
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The feudal and imperialist temperament dehumariesribal, tribal people are represented as dadidal, wild
and untouchable. The feudal mindset sees tribgblpess loathsome untouchable who does not have tagthraw water
from the well of Surja Sahu. Anushka Sinha in thicle " Resistance as Embodied Experience: A Swidylahasweta

Devi'sDroupadiandBehind the Bodicetates:

There was no improvement in the conditions of titeat community even Post-Independence. Robbed
of their own land, the trap of debt deteriorateglithight to life as they were deprived of basicessities food,
water, and shelter. Years of exploitation led te thiaxalite Movement which aimed at killing the [sitia
exploiters landowners, moneylenders, bureaucratgemen, and the state army. Being deprived froimkéhg
water during draught.Dopdi, Dulna (her husband}, falow Santhals decided to kill Surja Sahu thpleixative
zamindar. (154)

The tribal peasants are struggling against theeryatic exclusion by the state. Local feudal likej&ahu have
kept the Santhal's like Dulna in the never endiagtdrap. While killing Surja Sahu, Dulna says|I‘flave the first blow,
brothers. My great-grandfather took a bit of paftdyn him, and | still give him free labor to repthat debt” (27). The
anguish of the tribal people emanated from thesiigas they have subjected to.From the former éapee the Naxalite
like Dopadi and her comrades know that if theyaprehended they will be encountered: Anushka Simhiae article "
Resistance as Embodied Experience: A Study of MagiasDevi'sDroupadi and Behind the Bodiceasserts if caught
Droupadi will be countered:

“The linguistic aberration of the term “encountad Dopdi's “kounter” is indicative of the shifted
signified—it is not the official police encountdrat is referred to by the latter, rather the undoeoted state-

sponsored killings. (156)

Dukhiram an army informant led to the capture anddar of Dulna Majhi. Dulna was gunned down whewés
drinking water lying on his stomach." Soldiers idihg guard the falls and springs that are the @uyrce of drinking

water (23). Dulna Majhi was gunned down when he eaaspletely off guard.

After the extensive search Dopdi Mejhen is captwsteel warns her comrades. Dopdi spreads her arisss tzer
face to the sky, turns towards the forest, andatdsl with the force of her entire being. After Quadi's capture state
authority uses every possible authority to tortoee. Stripping her of her rights of citizen, rigbtfree trial her status is
reduced to the status of a "bare life" in Agamiiaim somebody who is below citizenship, thus Seylaoaders, “Make
her. Do the needful” (BS: 35) and the episode otdirrape of Dopadi starts. Resisting injustices iway is gaining the

voice to speak, compelling the authority to listen.

The tribal peasants condition haven't changed eftm the country got independence from the colisnig after
the colonialism neo colonialism started where thmk people and dalits still are consider invalitd stat and establishment
doesn't want to affirm their existence instead dtete authority wants to push the tribal people dalits to the further
marginalization and further silencing them. Dopditsdy becomes the site where state-driven violéaceflicted. He
assumed if raped Droupadi will beg for mercy torsgdaer. Droupadi's body becomes the site of thi limlence one can
inflict on the other. Droupai'd breasts are bittaw her nipples are torn off. Droupadi loses cangsiess she does not know
how many policemen raped her. Her body is soakdsood. After the brutal rape when she was beikgrao the higher
authority she was asked to get dressed. She rafugesdressed. She tears the last bit of clothei body and howls:
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What's the use of clothes? You can strip me, but kan you clothe me again? Are you a man? She
looks around and chooses the front of Senanayditedush-shirt to spit the bloody gob at and sthexe isn't a
man here that | should be ashamed of | will noytai put my clothes on me. What more can you dmecon,
counter me...Droupadi pushes Sena Nayak with hemntengled breasts and for the first time, Senanesyakaid
before the unarmed target for the first time, Sdagak is afraid to stand before an unarmed tatgetbly afraid.
(196)

Droupadi didn’t get the chance of free trial, sseaapolitical prisioner is placed outside the raldaw and the

access to the free trial.
LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature review presents a panorama of disesuon the work. | have done the literature reviévooth the key
terms and analysis of the critics related with tdse and the concepts raised in the story. Chisathilake in her essay
"Rebels and Bio politics: Mahasweta Devi's Mothed 884" draws on Gergio Agamben's notion of homesalbarelife
and shows how the state marginalized the tribaddsHight on the causes of Naxalite uprising. "Wisasignificant to
Mother of 1084 is the second phase of the Naxalitest which focuses on the urban context and Neldaughter, Indira

Gandhi’s repressive biopolitical stratagem in tB&0s"(75).

Brati and his comrades are the victim of the regivesstate Apparatus. While talking about the comepds of
repressive state apparatus, Louis Althusser as§€his Government, The Administration, the Armye tRolice, the Court,
and the Prisons. The word repressive implies theState Apparatus in question functions by vicderat least ultimately
(Althusser 1490). Anushka Sinha, in the article €sRtance as Embodied Experience: A Study of Mab@sWevi's
DroupadiandBehind the Bodicestresses:

This repressive state apparatus maintains domidantogy through oppression of the marginalized the
other whose identity hampers the process of homipgeon and ‘unification.” The ‘other’ is significely
subordinate to the ‘dominant’ in the hierarchy ofyer and political relation which makes it the ‘alibrn.” The
Santhal tribe, to which Dopdi Mejhen belongs, beesrthe ‘subaltern’ as it has been rendered ‘infetiwough
violent historical events of oppression that hasritots in the Aryan invasion and stretches frorordal

exploitation t.bo state sanctioned violence. (152)

Senanayk can't comprehend the actions and becdraéb @ Droupadi. Rape is supposed to take ouohdmom
us but Droupadi doesn't let the physicality of bedy shame her. During this custodial rape Droufmisn't act like

victim. She is punished with brutal rape for defythe state feudal nexus that left marginalized $ianthals to the margin

Minakshi Paul in "Recontextualizing violence in tiwerks of Mahasweta Devi: A parallel Study of Matlod
1084 and Droupadi”, investigates different formsviflence," violence inherent in the statecraftténms of the state
dealing with the subaltern and marginalized" (1@)e "attempts to visualize the discourse of vicdeim a different form
from what is prescribed by the Foucauldian analyafegower and relook at it from the ideology of Bai(109). She

analyses how the state has inflected violence tipotribals.

Raman Dixit in the article," Naxalite Movement imdia: The State's response" explores governmesépective

on the Naxals, social inequality and exploitatibattled to the rebellion, alienation of the tribfitsm the forest they were
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using for their subsistence. He evaluates how urbatdle class youth though from the petty bourgdmskground

identified themselves with the movement. "WhenNaal uprising began in 1967, the Indian governni@oited at it as a

law and order problem. It did not analyze the caudethe movement and the extent of mobilizatiopedple. Hence, it

believed that it could and would put an end taiaishort span of time using force"( ). Dixit ss@n the state's failure to

impart the socioeconomic justice, and marginalaratif the tribal is where the seed of Naxalismviisi
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